DARKER STILL: A NOVEL OF MAGIC MOST FOUL

By 

Leanna Renee Hieber

CLASSROOM AND BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION GUIDE

Any questions, please feel free to email Leanna at leanna@leannareneehieber.com , she loves to hear from teachers, book club moderators and librarians!

1. Natalie Stewart suffers from Selective Mutism, a condition that sometimes occurs in people after a traumatic incident. But Natalie doesn't let this condition keep her down, even in a world that doesn't recognize her as a useful member of society. What ways does Natalie use to combat the difficulties of her disability? Do you think we live in a world now- over a hundred and thirty years later- that is better for persons with any kind of disability? 

2. What classic novels does Darker Still take some inspiration from? (Teacher can guide this, for specifics, see attached quiz.)

3. Darker Still is written in the "epistolary" style, meaning written in the form of diary entries, letters and/or newspaper articles. How does this style affect you, the reader? Are you closer to Natalie because of experiencing the story through her diary or do you feel more distanced from the action? 

4. A lot of paranormal classic literature written in the 19th century has a dashing hero who must save the helpless female, a "damsel in distress" In Darker Still, its an unexpected young woman who saves the dashing British Lord. Discuss this reversal of roles and if you feel there are still too many "damsels in distress" in modern teen dramas and books.

5. Mean girls, they've been around in every century. Discuss Natalie's relationship with Maggie and the other young women of the story. Should Mrs. Northe have been more inclusive of Maggie or is she right to focus only on Natalie? What about Natalie's relationship with the less fortunate, like Cecilia?

6. Leanna Renee Hieber, the author, has said in interviews that Natalie is a lot braver than she is. Discuss Natalie's moments of bravery and whether you'd have done the same or different things.

7. Why is Lord Denury a "gentleman"? What makes him a hero to root for?

8. Natalie's relationship with Mrs. Northe is just as important a relationship as is the one between the heroine and hero, Mrs. Northe is the Dumbledore to Natalie’s Harry as it were. Discuss why their relationship is so important and other examples of great mentors in literature or in your own life.

9. The word "teenager" did not exist until the middle of the 1900s. Natalie and Lord Denbury are considered adults rather than children and have very strict expectations on them. Discuss the differences about being a teen then and now.

10. Leanna says: "Big words are sexy" and encourages everyone to consider a big vocabulary one of life's most important assets. What do you think about the rich vernacular and more complex language of the Victorian era? While Leanna has had to split the difference between an actual Victorian style and something modern, her work does evoke 19th century cadences, words and mannerisms. What was challenging about it? What was interesting? 

If you enjoyed Darker Still, the sequel is now available, The Twisted Tragedy of Miss Natalie Stewart, which picks up exactly where Darker Still leaves off, with Natalie and Lord Denbury becoming an incredible team to solve an even bigger- and scarier- mystery!
QUIZ TIME! - DARKER STILL’s Favorite Fantastical Fiction

The Magic Most Foul series takes many of its cues from famous Victorian Era books, all of which have had long careers on the page and in film. Can you guess which ones?

1. What novel by Oscar Wilde features a mysterious, supernatural painting and has been made into both a classic film and a modern film adaptation starring Ben Barnes?

2. What novel was written all in diary entries and letters (an epistolary novel) starring the most famous vampire of all time?

3. One of Natalie’s favourite authors is Charles Dickens, particularly when he writes about ghosts. What’s the title of his most famous holiday ghost story?

4. When Natalie finds herself in a dangerous situation, she comforts herself by thinking she’s playing a part in a famous French adventure novel: The Count of ____.

5. The next Magic Most Foul book will introduce the idea of reanimation, a concept famously dealt with in what story written by the 18 year old Mary Shelley?

Happy reading, happy haunting! - Leanna Renee Hieber

www.leannareneehieber.com
Answers: (1) The Picture of Dorian Gray (2) Dracula (3) A Christmas Carol (4) The Count of Monte Christo (5) Frankenstein 

For more information about Leanna, about the sequel, The Twisted Tragedy of Miss Natalie Stewart and more: http://leannareneehieber.com , she tweets avidly at http://twitter.com/leannarenee is on Facebook at http://facebook.com/lrhieber and loves to hear from readers and fans. Cheers and happy haunting!
